
     

   

                 

  José Martí MAST 6-12 Academy 

 7th Grade Summer Reading List 2019 

 
 

Novel Selection 

 

       I Funny: A Middle School Story by James Patterson 

 

Synopsis  
Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the world's greatest 
standup comedian--even if he doesn't have a lot to laugh about these days. He's new in town  
and stuck living with his aunt, uncle, and their evil son Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's 
wheelchair stop him from messing with Jamie as much as possible. But Jamie doesn't let his 
situation get him down. When his Uncle Frankie mentions a contest called The Planet's 
Funniest Kid Comic, Jamie knows he has to enter. But are the judges only rewarding him out of 
pity because of his wheelchair, like Stevie suggests? Will Jamie ever share the secret of his 
troubled past instead of hiding behind his comedy act? 

 

Grading Criterion  

• The assignment is due by August 26-27, 2019 to your Language Arts Teacher.  Students should be 

prepared for a novel test the same week that the assignment is due.   

• Late submissions and email copies will NOT be accepted.  

• Grades will be based on creativity, neatness, the accuracy of the information, and how well directions 

were followed. 

 

   Resources 
   Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer reading: 

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.   

  Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.   

2.  A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  

        ● EBay (www.ebay.com)  

        ● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com) 

        ● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 

        ● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com).   

 
 

     If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Thompson, mthompson05@dadeschool.net 

http://www.ebay.com/
http://www.half.ebay.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bookclosets.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventh Grade Only: 

 
Character Diary Instructions & Rubric Write at least five substantial journal entries from the perspective of a character 

in your book. At the beginning of each entry, state the name of the featured character and the chapter after which the 

entry would be written.  

 

Put yourself in the character’s shoes, and consider the following questions to get you going:  

• What are you most afraid of or worried about? What is making you anxious? Describe the person, object, or event that 

bothers you.  

• Who has impressed, annoyed, or pleased you most so far? What other character has had the strongest effect on you? 

Describe the interaction you've had, and why you feel the way that you do. 

 • What do you want to accomplish in your life? What big goals have you set for yourself, and why? What obstacles 

stand in your way? 

 • If you could relive a moment, what moment would you like to relive, and why? What event do you think about? Why 

is it such a strong memory for you? Do you have any regrets about this moment?  

• What lesson(s) have you learned? What have the events that you've been through taught you? How have you changed?  

• Choose a value or ideal that is important to you--honesty, courage, faithfulness, and so forth. Define your value and 

explore how it relates to your life. Why is this ideal important to you? 

Rubric: 
 

 4 3 2 1 
Format All five entries are 

titled neatly with the 

character’s name and 

the relevant chapter(s). 

Four entries are titled 

neatly with the 

character’s name and 

the relevant chapter(s). 

Three entries are titled 

neatly with the 

character’s name and 

the relevant chapter(s). 

Two entries are titled 

neatly with the 

character’s name and 

the relevant chapter(s). 

Content  Entries demonstrate 

deep insight into 

character’s feelings and 

values along with 

knowledge of the plots 

key events and themes. 

Entries demonstrate a 

clear understanding of 

the character’s feelings 

along with knowledge 

of the plots key events 

and themes 

Entries demonstrate a 

basic understanding of 

the character’s feelings 

along with knowledge 

of plot key events; 

entries may consist 

mostly of plot 

summary. 

Entries demonstrate 

confusion about 

characters’ feelings and 

plot. 

Length  Journal includes more 

than five entries; each 

entry is 20+ lines long. 

Journal includes five 

entries; each entry is 

15-20 lines long. 

Journal includes five 

entries; each entry is 

10-15 lines long. 

Journal includes fewer 

than five entries; each 

entry is fewer than 10 

lines long. 

Conventions  Entries are written in 

first person perspective 

and contain few errors 

in grammar, spelling, 

and punctuation. 

Entries are written in 

first person perspective 

and contain occasional 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, and 

punctuation. 

Entries are sometimes 

written in first person 

perspective and contain 

several errors in 

grammar, spelling, and 

punctuation. 

Entries are not 

consistently written in 

first person perspective 

and/or contain several 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, and 

punctuation that 

interfere with meaning. 

     

 

 
 

 

Novel Writing Assignment  
 
 



 
 

Character Diary Entry Example:  

 

     The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins Entry #1: Prim, Chapter 3 My head is spinning. The unthinkable 

has happened. My stomach keeps clenching and unclenching like an angry fist. When I heard my name over 

the speaker, I felt a paralyzing numbness. My name, one slip of paper among hundreds, got picked? I heard a 

few gasps around me. People were stunned that a twelve-year-old had been chosen. A child forced to fight to 

the death for the cameras. Those cowards in the Capitol will do anything to keep their control over us. 

 

      Within seconds of the announcement, I heard my sister’s voice. Katniss was pushing her way through the 

throng, volunteering her life to save mine. She didn’t even hesitate. It was not her job to save me. It’s strange 

that she was willing to sacrifice herself for me, yet I’m angry with her. I cannot bear to watch my sister die, 

but then neither could she. I know she’d do anything to protect me. I’m hoping that will get her through the 

Games because I still need her here in District 12. 

 

      I keep hoping I’ll wake up from this nightmare, but she’s really gone. They took her away so quickly. 

She’s on her way to the Capitol now, and within days, she’ll be in the arena fighting for her life. 

 

      Katniss must win. Deep down, I feel that she really will. I don’t know anybody as strong and brave as my 

sister. I don’t care if the District 1 & 2 Tributes have been training their whole lives for this. Katniss will beat 

them. She has to. I don’t know what I would do without her. 
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