
     

   

                 

  José Martí MAST 6-12 Academy 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 2019 

 
Novel Selection 

 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

 

Synopsis  

 
The novel is considered one of the earliest works of science fiction and the  
progenitor of the "time travel" subgenre. Wells advanced his social and political ideas 
in this narrative of a nameless Time Traveller who is hurtled into the year 802,701 by 
his elaborate ivory, crystal, and brass contraption. The world he finds is peopled by 
two races: the decadent Eloi, fluttery and useless, are dependent for food, clothing, 
and shelter on the simian subterranean Morlocks, who prey on them. 

 

 Grading Criterion  

• The assignment is due by August 26-27, 2019 to your Language Arts Teacher.  Students should be 

prepared for a novel test the same week as the assignment is due.   

• Late submissions and email copies will NOT be accepted.  

• Grades will be based on creativity, neatness, the accuracy of the information, and how well directions 

were followed. 

 

 

 Resources 
   Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer reading: 

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.   

  Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.   

2.  A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  

        ● EBay (www.ebay.com)  

        ● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com) 

        ● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 

        ● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com).   

      
 

http://www.ebay.com/
http://www.half.ebay.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bookclosets.com/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Directions:  Review the list of assignments and select just ONE of the three assignments    

to complete. Use the guiding questions (1-4) for each assignment to assist you in 

creating a detailed response based on textual evidence.    

  

Assignment #1  

1. What is the most interesting thing you learn about the main character in the novel?  

2. What is the main conflict that the main character in your novel must face?  

3. How do the main character’s actions affect other characters in the novel?  

4. How did the main character change from the beginning to the end of the novel.  

  

Assignment 2 

1. If you could give the main character in your novel some advice, what would you tell him or her? Why?  

2. Do you think that this novel was well written? Why or why not?  

3. What are some important relationships in the novel?  

4. Think about the novel. Now finish this sentence in three different ways: I wonder…  

  

Assignment 3  

1. Pick a scene in which you disagreed with how a character handled a situation or person and rewrite in a 

way that you think it should have happened.  

2. If you could ask the main character from the novel three questions, what would you ask and why would you 

ask it?  

3. Think about a supporting character in your novel. How would the novel be different if that character did not 

exist?  

4. Do you have unanswered questions about the story? Explain why or why not.  

 

 
 

Novel Writing Assignment  


