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Novel Selection 

 
In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez  

Synopsis  

It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their 

wrecked Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican 

Republic. The official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not 

mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the 

leading opponents of Gen. Rafael Leonidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. 

Everybody knows of Las Mariposas—“The Butterflies.”  

.  

Grading Criterion  

• The assignment is due by August 26-27, 2019 to your English Honors Teacher.  Students should be 

prepared for a novel test the same week as the assignment is due.   

• Late submissions and email copies will NOT be accepted.  

• Grades will be based on creativity, neatness, the accuracy of the information, and how well directions 

were followed. 

 
Resources 
Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer reading: 

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.   

  Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.   
  2.  A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  
           ● EBay (www.ebay.com)  
           ● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com) 
           ● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 
           ● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com).   
 

 

http://www.ebay.com/
http://www.half.ebay.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bookclosets.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write an analytical essay describing how the main character of the novel changes from the 

beginning of the story to the end and why the character changes. 

Remember, your first paragraph is your introduction and your last paragraph is your 

conclusion. Your analysis will occur in the 2 – 3 middle paragraphs (the body of your essay) 

and should include textual evidence to support your essay.     
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