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Summer Assignments 

1. Remind: @c23433  
2. Research Question Development + AP Research Summer Journal 
3. Background Research: Annotated Bibliography (excel style) minimum 10 sources all Tier 1 

a. Find out of the 10 should be about the kind of Methodology you think you will use.   

AP® Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. 
Through this exploration, students design, plan, and conduct a year-long research-based investigation to address a 
research question. AP® Research is the second course in the AP Capstone™ program.  AP® Seminar is a 
prerequisite for AP® Research.  If you earn scores of 3 or higher in AP® Seminar and AP® Research and on four 
additional AP Exams of your choosing, you will receive the AP Capstone Diploma™. This signifies outstanding 
academic achievement and attainment of college-level academic and research skills.  Alternatively, if you earn 
scores of 3 or higher in AP® Seminar and AP® Research only, you will receive the AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate™ 

A Sample Timeline 

Students’ online proposal forms for the Academic Paper must be approved by the course instructor by November 
30th. The scores for the AP Research Academic Paper and Presentation and Oral Defense must be uploaded by 
April 30th. AP Research teachers should devise a timeline to ensure adherence to these due dates and to reflect the 
needs of the students, the culture of the school, and students who may begin research in the summer via 
internships. A sample timeline follows on the next page. 

May (End of AP Seminar Course): AP Seminar students consider topics, problems, or ideas for inquiry and practice developing 
research questions. 

June–September: Students choose a topic/issue, carry out preliminary research, develop an annotated bibliography, and 
finalize a research question and proposal. 

September–October: Students present a preliminary inquiry proposal for peer review; identify the need for, recruit, and begin 
communication with expert advisers; finalize and submit a proposal and reflect on feedback received. 

October–November: Students complete the background component of their inquiry and finalize the choice and design of their 
inquiry method. If necessary, they submit a revised version of their proposal for final approval. Proposals should be approved 
by the teacher no later than November 30. 

November–January: Students implement their inquiry methods while engaging in progress and reflection interviews with the 
teacher to ensure challenges with methods and time management are addressed. Students curate the inquiry process, writing, 
and reflection artifacts from September to March in their process and reflection portfolios (PREP). 

January–March: Students write, proofread, peer review, and submit their academic papers, ensuring all components are 
present and meet rubric criteria. Students finalize additional scholarly work or product if such was required as a result of their 
inquiry. 

March–April:  Teachers score and students present their work. 

March 15th–30th: Students complete papers. 

April 1st–15th: Students prepare, practice, and deliver presentations with oral defense. Students must arrange for viewing of 
additional scholarly work by teacher and panelists prior to giving their presentations and oral defense (where applicable). 

April 15th–30th: Teachers finalize and upload scores for papers and presentations with oral defense. 

April–May: AP Research students present summary of work and lessons learned to AP Seminar students. 
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IRB and Research Ethics: 
Any students considering using human subjects to conduct their research or using observation, focus groups, or 
surveys must submit their proposals and research design to our schools Institutional Review Board to ensure the 
ethical standards and implications of their intended projects.  Make sure to include the time needed to go through 
this process in your research designs and all of the required paperwork.  
 
AP® Research Course Assessment: 
 

Assessment Scoring Due Date 

Academic Paper 75% April 6th  

Presentation and Oral Defense  25% April 16th-27th  

 
While the topic of each research study will vary, the course requires students to plan and conduct a study or 
investigation. The course provides opportunities (activities/assignments) for students to understand principles of 
discipline-specific research methods (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, mixed) to develop, manage, and conduct an in- 
depth study or investigation in an area of student’s own interest in order to fill a gap in the current field of 
knowledge. The final output of these efforts includes:   
 

I. A 4,000 – 5,000-word Academic Research Paper [75 percent of the score] that contain several 
components:  

a. Introduction: This section introduces and contextualizes the research question and initial student 
assumptions and/or hypotheses. Additionally, it reviews the previous work in the field to synthesize 
information and a range of perspectives related to the research question (e.g., literature review) to allow 
for the student to identify the gap in the current field of knowledge to be addressed.   

b. Method, Process, or Approach: This section explains and provides justification for the chosen method, 
process, or approach.   

c. Results, Products, or Findings: This section presents the findings, evidence, results, or product from the 
student’s work.   

d. Discussion, Analysis, and/or Evaluation: This section interprets the significance of the findings, results, or 
product and explores connections to the original research question while discussing the implications and 
limitations of the research or creative work.   

e. Conclusion and Future Directions: This section reflects on the process and how this project could impact the 
field while discussing the possible next steps and/or future directions.   

f. Bibliography: This section provides a complete list of sources cited and consulted in the appropriate 
disciplinary style.   

 
II. A 15-20-minute Presentation and Oral Defense [25 percent of the score]: This presentation may be 

accomplished in a variety of formats, so long as it reflects the depth of their research. Prior to this 
performance, the students whose academic paper was accompanied by an additional piece of scholarly 
work (e.g., performance, exhibit, etc.) will arrange for the teacher and panelists to view the scholarly 
work. The defense will include up to four questions from a panel. 
 

I hereby acknowledge the work required of me and promise to uphold the highest level of academic merit and 
effort.  
 
Student Name (print): ________________________   Signature:____________________________   Date:______ 


