
 

                                     José Martí MAST 6-12 Academy  

High School Summer Reading Assignment 2020 

 
 

9th Grade Novel Selections                                                                   

A Separate Place by John Knowles 

Synopsis  

An American classic and great bestseller for over thirty years, A Separate 

Peace is timeless in its description of adolescence during a period when the 

entire country was losing its innocence to the second world war.  Set at a boys 

boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A 

Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of 

adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, 

taunting, daredevil athlete. 

 

10th Grade Novel Selection  

 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

Synopsis  

Set in the twenty-fourth century, Fahrenheit 451 introduces a new world in 

which control of the masses by the media, overpopulation, and censorship has 

taken over. The individual is not accepted and the intellectual is considered an 

outlaw. The fireman is now seen as a flamethrower, a destroyer of books rather 

than an insurance against fire. Books are considered evil because they make 

people question and think.  

 

 

 

11th Grade Novel Selection  

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Synopsis 

Frankenstein tells the story of committed science student Victor Frankenstein. 

Obsessed with discovering "the cause of generation and life" and "bestowing 

animation upon lifeless matter," Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen 

body parts but; upon bringing it to life, he recoils in horror at the creature’s 

hideousness. Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the once-innocent creature turns 

to evil and unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against his creator, 

Frankenstein. 



 

12th Grade Novel Selections   

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Synopsis 

The Great Gatsby, third novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, published in 1925 by Charles 

Scribner's Sons. Set in Jazz Age New York, the novel tells the tragic story of 

Jay Gatsby, a self-made millionaire, and his pursuit of Daisy Buchanan, a wealthy 

young woman whom he loved in his youth. 

 

 

Grading Criterion  

 Students should prepare for a novel test, and your teacher will announce the date of this test during the 
FIRST week of school.  

Resources 
Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer reading: 

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.   

  Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.   

2.  A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  

        ● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com) 

        ● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 

        ● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com).   
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