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Grading Criterion  

Students should prepare for a novel test, and your teacher will announce the date of this test 
during the FIRST week of school.  

 

9th Grade Novel Selection 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles  

Synopsis 

Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early 

years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and 

luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, 

introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil 

athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like 

the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their 

world. 

 

10th Grade Novel Selection  

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  

Synopsis 

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of 

commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they 

are hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his 

actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, 

who spends all day with her television “family.” But when he meets an 

eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past 

where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the 

world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of 

television, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known. 



 

11th Grade Novel Selection  

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  

Synopsis   

The Modern Prometheus is a novel written by English author Mary 

Shelley (1797–1851) that tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a 

young scientist who creates a hideous sapient creature in an 

unorthodox scientific experiment. Frankenstein is written in the form 

of a frame story that starts with Captain Robert Walton writing letters 

to his sister. It takes place at an unspecified time in the 18th century, 

as the letters' dates are given as "17—". In the story following the 

letters by Walton, the readers find that Victor Frankenstein creates a 

monster that brings tragedy to his life. 

 

12 Grade Novel Selection  

The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells  

Synopsis 

The Invisible Man is a science fiction novella by H. G. Wells published in 

1897.  The Invisible Man of the title is Griffin, a scientist who has 

devoted himself to research into optics and invents a way to change a 

body's refractive index to that of air so that it absorbs and reflects no 

light and thus becomes invisible. He successfully carries out this 

procedure on himself but fails in his attempt to reverse the procedure. 

 

Resources 
Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer reading: 

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.   

  Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.   

2.  A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  

        ● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com) 

        ● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com) 

        ● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com).   

 

 

http://www.half.ebay.com/
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