
Honors English IV 

Summer Assignment 

 

Welcome to your senior year of high school; the year you all have been wanting more than anything—your LAST YEAR 

OF HIGH SCHOOL. This summer you won’t have to forcefully read anything; unless, of course, you want to. Instead, I 

want you to watch assorted videos on note taking and a TED Talk by Simon Sinek—an individual whose thinking I admire 

greatly. 

 

1. Organizing Yourself.  

 Text: How I Take Notes and 10 Note-Taking Tips 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amVHBIhWwCo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5cQ5bWLi2A&t=104s 

Take a look at how this person organizes their notes. It’s fantastic; isn’t it? I want you to think about how you 

can benefit from this organization method. Create a method for note taking similar to Study Tee’s that works for 

you. It may take you a few tries, but your notes are going to be so important when April rolls around. Maybe you 

can get into color coding… Maybe you like writing in pencil better than pen or vice versa… Maybe you use a 

particular pen color for poetry analysis and another for prose… Figure it out and enjoy the process while you’re 

at it.  

 

Assignment: Get a notebook of your choice with the style of paper you prefer (lined, graph, blank, bullet point, 

etc.). Your notebook should be a good size—not tiny. It can be a spiral notebook, a composition notebook, or 

even a sketchbook, which ever you decide to get, you should love your notebook. It should make you happy and 

you should feel good about it. We will use this notebook to create notes for all sorts of things: poetry, novels, 

plays, characterization, theme, etc. It will eventually contain foldouts and index cards, and washi tape, and 

anything else you may want to add to it. The point it is this notebook should feel like you. 

 

Why it’s important: The process of learning something often starts out feeling disorganized and unwieldly; the 

most important aspects are not always remarkable. Consolidation helps organize and solidify learning. This 

notebook will serve as a means to consolidate what you have learned throughout the year, allowing you to 

retrieve the significant progress we make. Here you will find your progress as you begin to unwrap the literature 

and all it encompasses. Make this notebook yours. Decorate if you like or keep it clean and clear. The choice is 

yours. 

 

2. What is your WHY? 

 Text: TED Talk - Simon Sinek “Start with why.”  

Follow the link: https://youtu.be/u4ZoJKF_VuA 

I’ve been listening to Sinek’s lectures for some time now and I find myself inspired by him and his way of 

thinking—it’s different. It’s real. It’s innovative and promotes the idea of being good people. Being happy people 

and being honest with ourselves. From time to time, I come back to his videos for inspiration, to remind myself 

of something, to confirm and ideology, to just listen again. I want you guys to check him out and share what you 

think. Reflect on his ideas as they compare with your own. 

Assignment: Create three pages worth of notes that include the major points Sinek discusses in his TED talk. 

Include pictures along with topics and examples to illustrate his point. Incorporate one quote per page from the 

video that impacted you and provide a reflection. Why were you moved by these words/ideas? Be specific. 

Connect to your own life and your experiences.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amVHBIhWwCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5cQ5bWLi2A&t=104s
https://youtu.be/u4ZoJKF_VuA


 

3. Do it. 

Assignment: Carefully read and answer the following questions in your notebook. Think and ponder the 

questions deeply; don’t just answer them all willy nilly. Each response should be thoughtful. In your notebooks, 

devote one page to each of the questions below. Right the question at the top of the page and then proceed to 

answer the question. Again, don’t just answer the questions; answer the questions using reflection and 

deliberate thought.  

 

1. The Golden Circle Sinek describes has three concentric rings. He says that every business knows its 

outer ring—the WHAT—that it does. What is your WHAT? If someone described WHAT you do, WHAT 

would it be?  

 

2. The middle ring is the HOW—the process—and Sinek says that some businesses know this. Think 

about your role as a student. What is the HOW, the process, of your role? How do you actually getthe 

job done? Think of at least three processes in place that students need to accomplish their WHAT. What 

are they? 

 

3. The inner circle, the smallest ring if the Golden Circle is the WHY, what Simon Sinek describes as “your 

purpose, cause, or belief.” He says this is the one few people, and the WHY is not just profit. The 

educational equivalent for profit would be: grades, scholarship, getting into college, etc. If we remove 

these as WHY’s, then what is a WHY for you with regard to school or perhaps school and employment? 

What would continue to lure you toward education, toward a job? 

 

Very few people can tell you WHY they do what they do, or the contribution they make and the impact it 

creates. The Golden Circle will help you come up with your WHY statement or driving force. Your WHY 

statement is your purpose, cause, or belief. The WHY is never to have a career or to make money or to have fun, 

or to get that scholarship, or get into a particular school, these are the results of your WHY statement. Your 

WHY isn’t related to what you do. Instead, what you should be proof of your WHY.  

 

 



 
 


