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José Martí MAST 6-12 Academy Middle School 
Summer Reading Assignments 2022 

 
 6th Grade Novel Selection  

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 

 

 Synopsis  
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles 

Wallace, and her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack 

when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger. Meg's 

father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when 

he mysteriously disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend 

Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the forces of 

evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 

 

 

 

 

 7th Grade Novel Selection 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

 
 No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got 

things figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and 

Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his friends- -true friends who 

would do anything for him, like Johnny and Two- Bit. But not on much else 

besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a 

good time is beating up on "greasers" like Ponyboy. At least he knows what 

to expect--until the night someone takes things too far. 
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8th Grade Novel Selection 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells  

 
The novel is considered one of the earliest works of science fiction and 

the progenitor of the "time travel" subgenre. Wells advanced his social 

and political ideas in this narrative of a nameless Time Traveller who is 

hurtled into the year 802,701 by his elaborate ivory, crystal, and brass 

contraption. The world he finds is peopled by two races: the decadent 

Eloi, fluttery and useless, are dependent for food, clothing, and shelter 

on the simian subterranean Morlocks, who prey on them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Grading Criterion  

• The assignment is due by August 18-19, 2022, to your Language Arts Teacher.  

• Late submissions and email copies will NOT be accepted.  

• Grades will be based on creativity, neatness, accuracy of information, and how 

well directions were adhered to.  

o 6th Grade assignment, sample and rubric, pgs. 3-4 

o 7th Grade assignment and sample project, pgs. 5-6 

o 8th Grade assignment, planning, sheet and rubric, pgs. 7-9 

                    

  

 

Students should prepare for a novel test, and your teacher will announce the date of this test 
during the FIRST week of school.  

 

Resources  

Below are some ways to acquire free or inexpensive copies of the required summer 

reading:  

1. The local libraries or bookstores have copies of most of the books.  

Note: If you wait until the last minute, your selection will likely be limited.  

2. A list of websites (new or used copies) can be purchased at up to a 50% discount.  

● Half.com (www.half.ebay.com)  

● Amazon.com (www.amazon.com)  

● Book Closets.com (www.bookclosets.com). 

 

If you have any questions regarding the assignment, please contact Ms. Thompson, 

mthompson05@dadeschools.net.  

http://www.bookclosets.com/
mailto:mthompson05@dadeschools.net
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Character Diary Project  
6th-Grade Students  

 
Character Diary Instructions & Rubric  

Write at least 3 entries from the perspective of a character in your book. At the 

beginning of each entry, state the name of the featured character and the chapter where 

the entry would be written. Put yourself in the character’s shoes, and consider the 

following questions to get you going: 

• What are you most afraid of or worried about? What is making you anxious? Describe 

the person, object, or event that bothers you.  

• Who has impressed, annoyed, or pleased you most so far? What other character has 

had the strongest effect on you? Describe the interaction you've had, and why you feel 

the way that you do.  

• What do you want to accomplish in your life? What big goals have you set for yourself, 

and why? What obstacles stand in your way?  

• If you could relive a moment, what moment would you like to relive, and why? What 

event do you think about? Why is it such a strong memory for you? Do you have any 

regrets about this moment?  

• What lesson(s) have you learned? What have the events that you've been through 

taught you? How have you changed?  

• Choose a value or ideal that is important to you--honesty, courage, faithfulness, and so 

forth. Define your value and explore how it relates to your life. Why is this ideal 

important to you?  

 

 
Character Diary Entry Example:  

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  
Entry #1: Prim, Chapter 3  
My head is spinning. The unthinkable has happened. My stomach keeps clenching 
and unclenching like an angry fist. When I heard my name over the speaker, I felt a 
paralyzing numbness. My name, one slip of paper among hundreds, got picked? I 
heard a few gasps around me. People were stunned that a twelve-year-old had been 
chosen. A child forced to fight to the death for the cameras. Those cowards in the 
Capitol will do anything to keep their control over us. 
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Character Diary Project  

6th-grade Students  
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Character Study Project Created by Ms. T. Gullett 

7th Grade Students  
 

Due: ____________________________________  

 

Each character in The Outsiders has a specific role in the story. No action or 

description is meaningless in the book. You will have the opportunity to take a 

closer look at one particular character. Select one character (NOT the one from 

my example), do some brief research on your character, and then complete a 

diagram like the one below. You will turn in your diagram on the assigned due 

date. 

 

Character Name and Description 
Include: 

Age 
Job / Position Relationships 

3-5 Hard Facts 
Picture / Illustration of the 

character 

Symbolism of the Eyes Begin with 
a quote describing the character’s 
eyes. What do the character’s 
eyes tell you about him? What 
does this add to the book? Be 
sure that you go beyond just 
stating, “He has blue eyes and this 
means he was good looking.” You 
need to illustrate what the 
description of his eyes has to do 
with what is going on in the story. 

I felt like [Your character] when… 
Choose an event or time in your 
life when you faced the issues 
that your character faces. It might 
be a direct similarity or an 
indirect one, but you must be 
able to tie in the things that your 
character is going through to your 
own life. 

“The Big Picture” Why is your 
character in the story? What does 
he bring to the table that no 
other character does? Describe 
how he relates to the bigger 
themes that Hinton is trying to 
discuss. 

 

Example on the next page: 
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The Time Machine Sequel  
8th Grade Students 

 
A sequel is a story that comes after the original story. The sequel answers the question of ‘what 

happens next?’ It may focus on the protagonist, a secondary character, or even the antagonist. 

It may address loose ends or just continue the story started in the original. 

 

At the end of the book, the Time Traveler has left again on his Time Machine. You will write a 

sequel and consider where he goes and what happens when he is there. The sequel will include 

both historical events and cultural changes 

 

What do I write about? 

o Description of the buildings, people, clothing, and other details that will help the reader 

picture the scene 

o Historically accurate details that has the Time Machine Traveller’s thoughts on the 

things changing 

o Narrative Structure (Beginning, Middle, End) Does the Time Traveller return, die, or stay 

in the future. 

 

Requirements  

o Typed (not handwritten), black ink, 12 font, Times New Roman  

o Double-spaced and free from errors in spelling, grammar, usage, and mechanics. 
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Time Machine Sequel Planning: 

Details of the Stops 

Stops on the Journey 
(two stops must be 
between 1895 and 
the present day) 

Date/year of the stop  Details of the Time 
Traveller would see: 
Buildings, clothing, etc.  

What the Time Traveller 
thinks about what he has 
seen  

Stop 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Stop 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Stop 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Stop 4  
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     The Time Machine Sequel Rubric  

4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Points 0 Points 
4 stops, with 
two between 
1895 and the 
present  

Has 3 stops with 
2 between 1895 
and present OR 
Has 4 stops with 
1 between 1895 
and present  

Has 2 stops, 
with 2 between 
1895 and 
present OR has 
3 or 4 stops with 
zero stops 
between 1895 
and present  

Has 1 stop 
between 1895 
and present OR 
has 2 stops with 
1 between 1895 
and present  
 

Has 1 stop  

Includes such 
description to 
help the reader 
picture the 
scene 
 
 

Includes good 
description for 
most things  

Includes some 
description, but 
lacks in some 
areas 

Includes little 
description  

Includes no 
description  

Historical events 
are accurate. 
Includes the 
Time Traveler’s 
thoughts on 
how things have 
changed at each 
stop  
 

Historical evens 
are accurate. 
Does not include 
Time Traveler’s 
thoughts on 
how things have 
changed.  

Historical events 
are inaccurate.  
Includes Time 
Traveler’s 
thoughts on 
how things have 
changed.  

No historical 
events present. 
Includes limited 
thoughts from 
the Time 
Traveler.  

No historical 
events. No 
thoughts from 
the Time 
Traveler.  

Has a clear 
beginning, 
middle and end 
of the story. 
Explains what 
becomes of the 
Time Traveler.  

Has a clear 
middle. 
Beginning is too 
short OR end is 
missing or 
ambiguous. 
Explains what 
becomes of the 
Time Traveler. 

Ha clear middle. 
Beginning is too 
short AND End is 
missing or 
ambiguous. 
Explains what 
becomes of the 
Time Traveler.  

Has a clear 
middle. 
Beginning is too 
short AND End is 
missing or 
ambiguous. 
Does not explain 
what becomes 
of the Time 
Traveler.  
 
 

Lacks narrative 
structure. Does 
not explain what 
becomes of the 
Time Traveler.  

Less than five 
grammar, 
mechanics, and 
usage errors 

Less than five 
grammar, 
mechanics, and 
usage errors  

Less than 10 
grammar, 
mechanics, or 
usage errors 

Grammar 
mechanics or 
usage errors in 
every paragraph 

Grammar, 
mechanics, or 
usage errors n 
every sentence.  
 
 

     


