
Dear________________________________, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to AP Art History.  I know this may be your first Art History course, don’t be 

afraid! Also, breathe easy this course does not require drawing or painting.  You do not need to create art, you just need 

to have an open and enthused mind, and a will to succeed.  My hope for you this year is that you will gain a better 

understanding of who we are as human beings and how we express ourselves.  Throughout this course you will come to 

know many different artists and peoples, you will learn about their struggles and their beliefs.  When looking at art we 

strive to understand where the artist/people are coming from and what motivated them.   

I am very excited to see and meet you all next year school year!   

In order to get things moving quickly and keep up our pace during the year, I need you to complete a summer 

assignment.  Below you will find instructions on where to go to find the essays and videos.  Please complete the work!  I 

will collect the packets from you on the first day of school, your completed work will be worth 6 grades.  After the first 

day, which class is usually 30 minutes long, we are going to dive right into those pieces and participate in a class Q&A 

session.  Those of you that have had me before know how much I enjoy a good class discussion and how much can be 

gained from participating in one.  

Summer Assignment: 

1. Go to Khan Academy. www.khanacademy.org 

2. Click on “Courses”   

3. Select “AP Art History” 

4. Click on “Global Prehistory: 30,000 – 500 BCE” 

- Read through all the essays and watch all the videos for this section only. 

- Complete the attached worksheets. 

- I have included what to look for when describing the Form, Function, Content, and Context. 

 

Good Luck and I look forward to an awesome year where we can grow and learn together.   

 

Thrilled to meet you next year! 

 

 

Ms. Horgan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.khanacademy.org/


 

Form: 
 
Line: horizontal, vertical, diagonal, or curved 
lines? 
Shape: height, width, geometric, or organic? 
Space: positive, negative, or three-dimensional? 
Color: hue, value (light or dark), or intensity (dull, 
bright, warm, or cool)? 
Texture: two dimensional or surface texture? 
 

Function: 
 

Why did the artist create the work? 
For religious worship? 
To entertain or please the eye? 
To tell a story? 
As a form of scientific study? 
Where did the artist originally intend to 
place the work? 
Made for a competitive exhibition?  
And many more… 
 

Content: 

 
Subject: what/who does the work depict? 
Iconography: what do the figures and 
objects in the work represent? 
Narration: what event or series of events 
does the artist present? 
 

Context: 
 

Artist: Who created the work? 
What is/was the artist’s status in the 
culture? 
What else is known about this artist? 
 
Culture: When was the work created? 
Where was the work produced? 
Religious beliefs? Political or philosophical 
ideologies? 

 
Impact: Inspire or influence other artists? 
Seen by a large number of people? 
Cause controversy? Alter fashion or taste? 

 
 

 

Use this as an outline for completing the rest of the packet.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Form (at least 4 points) Function (at least 4 points) 

  

Content (at least 4 points) Context (at least 4 points) 

  

Adjectives (at least 3) What do you think about this piece? 
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