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Hi, there.  
Your summer assignment is a chance for you to read a variety of texts, explore ideas, and write in response to what you are reading 
and thinking. The assignment has mulEple components, and all of the work is due the second week of school—I will provide you with 
an exact date at the beginning of the school year. I have provided links to some of the items I want you check out. We will piggyback 
on the summer assignment during the first few weeks of school. 
 
1. Organizing Yourself.   
 
Assignment: Get a notebook of your choice with the style of paper you prefer (lined, graph, blank, bullet point, etc.). Your notebook 
should be a good size—not teeny Eny. It can be a spiral notebook, a composiEon notebook, or even a sketchbook, which ever you 
decide to get, you should love your notebook. It should make you happy and you should feel good about it. We will use this notebook 
to create notes for all sorts of things: rhetorical analysis, devices, appeals, perspecEves, etc. It will eventually contain foldouts and 
index cards, and washi tape, and anything else you may want to add to it. The point is this notebook should feel like you. 
 
Why it’s important: The process of learning something oOen starts out feeling disorganized and unwieldly; the most important 
aspects are not always remarkable. ConsolidaEon helps organize and solidify learning. This notebook will serve as a means to 
consolidate what you have learned throughout the year, allowing you to retrieve the significant progress we make. Here you will find 
your progress as you begin to unwrap the literature and all it encompasses. Make this notebook yours. Decorate if you like or keep it 
clean. The choice is yours. 
 
2. Rhetoric in the Real World 
Over the summer, you will begin noticing how writers, speakers, advertisers, musicians, athletes, politicians, influencers, and 
everyday people use language to move audiences. This assignment will help you build familiarity with rhetorical devices before 
we begin analyzing them in class. 
 
Rhetorical Device Journal 
Choose 10 rhetorical devices from the list provided. 
For each device, complete the following on 4x6  index cards—one card per device: 
1. Definition: Write the dictionary meaning of the word. Then write the definition in your own words—as you understand it.  
2. Original Example: Create your own sentence that uses the device correctly.  
3. Found in the Wild: Find a real example of the device from ONE of the following: 

Ø song lyrics  
Ø advertisements  
Ø speeches  
Ø movies/TV  
Ø social media  
Ø podcasts  
Ø political campaigns  
Ø sports interviews  
Ø books/articles  
Ø conversations  

***This can be a lot of fun if you allow yourself to do it properly and you don’t use AI. 
4. Explanation: Explain the function of the device. 

Ø How does the device work within context?  
Ø What does eMect it create? 
Ø Why do you think the speaker/writer used this device?   
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Device List 
Ø Anaphora  
Ø Epistrophe  
Ø Juxtaposition  
Ø Parallelism  
Ø Antithesis  
Ø Rhetorical Question  
Ø Metaphor  
Ø Simile  
Ø Hyperbole  

Ø Irony  
Ø Diction  
Ø Syntax  
Ø Repetition  
Ø Imagery  
Ø Allusion  
Ø Aphorism  
Ø Polysyndeton  
Ø Asyndeton  
Ø Personification  

 
Rhetoric Scavenger Hunt Annotation 
Please complete this on a separate sheets of paper (notebook paper, copy paper, or construction paper) —you can 
create a scrapbook page for each and get creative.  
Find: 

Ø 1advertisement 
Ø 1 speech excerpt 
Ø 1 song (keep it PG) 
Ø 1 social media post/meme  

 
For EACH: 

1. Identify the intended audience  
2. Identify the speaker’s purpose  
3. Identify at least 3 rhetorical devices used  
4. Explain which device is MOST eMective and why  

 
 

Have a wonderful summer break. 
I’ll see you guys soon.  
M. Ruiz 

 
 
 


