AP English Literature and Composition Summer Assignment
Michelle Ruiz
michelleruiz@dadeschools.net

Hi, there.

Your summer assignment is a chance for you to read a variety of texts, explore ideas, and write in response to what you are reading
and thinking. The assignment has three parts, and all of the work is due the second week of school. | have provided links to some of
the items | want you check out. We will piggyback on the summer assignment during the first few weeks of school.

1. Organizing Yourself.
Text: How | Take Notes and 10 Note-Taking Tips
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amVHBIhWwCo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5cQ5bWLi2A&t=104s
Take a look at how this person organizes their notes. It's fantastic; isn’t it? | want you to think about how you can benefit
from this organization method. Create a method for note taking similar to Study Tee’s that works for you. It may take you a
few tries, but your notes are going to be so important when April rolls around. Maybe you can get into color coding...
Maybe you like writing in pencil better than pen or vice versa... Maybe you use a particular pen color for poetry analysis and
another for prose... Figure it out and enjoy the process while you're at it.

Assignment: Get a notebook of your choice with the style of paper you prefer (lined, graph, blank, bullet point, etc.). Your
notebook should be a good size—not tiny. It can be a spiral notebook, a composition notebook, or even a sketchbook,
which ever you decide to get, you should /ove your notebook. It should make you happy and you should feel good about it.
We will use this notebook to create notes for all sorts of things: poetry, novels, plays, characterization, theme, etc. It will
eventually contain foldouts and index cards, and washi tape, and anything else you may want to add to it. The point is this
notebook should feel like you.

Why it’s important: The process of learning something often starts out feeling disorganized and unwieldly; the most
important aspects are not always remarkable. Consolidation helps organize and solidify learning. This notebook will serve as
a means to consolidate what you have learned throughout the year, allowing you to retrieve the significant progress we
make. Here you will find your progress as you begin to unwrap the literature and all it encompasses. Make this notebook
yours. Decorate if you like or keep it clean and clear. The choice is yours.

2. Reading.
Text: Leo Babauta’s Why | Read
https://zenhabits.net/why-read/

Assignment: Type a 350 word MLA style reflection about your relationship with reading. Share an honest assessment of the
role it plays in your life. Think about how you would conceptualize and categorize the impact reading has had on you. |
value honesty over flattery. If reading is not your thing, say it. If you love it, then let me know. If it's complicated, | want to
know too. | don’t care so much which side you take; | want your frank reflection. | want to read about why you feel the way
that you do. | want to get to know you as a reader. Please print your reflection. It will be due the second week of school.

If you do not know what MLA is, look it up and follow the guidelines.

Why it’s important: This is the first step in me getting to know you as a reader. You get to think about yourself and reflect
on the self. Reflection is important.

3. Get to know them—all of them.
Text: Everyday Use
https://harpers.org/archive/1973/04/everyday-use/
During the summer weeks, please read and annotate Alice Walker’s Everyday Use. | suggest you read it multiple times to
get a sense of the characters and their relationships not only to other characters, but to their surroundings, their culture,
and themselves.

Assignment: Annotate the short story and annotate it well. | will be collecting your annotations. We will begin the class
discussing major themes, characterization, and relationships in Everyday Use. You need to know the characters well. Know
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the way they interact with one another. Know how they develop, if they develop at all. Bring your annotated copies of
Everyday Use with you on the first day of school. There will be a “Prove to Me You Read” quiz the second or third week of
school. You won’t know when. Know the characters well, well enough to be able to tell me about them as you would be
able to discuss a character in your favorite show. Know them well enough to be able to point out their virtues and their
flaws. Know them well enough so as to be able to say what songs they have on Spotify and why.

Why it’s important: This is your first shot at exploring characterization, taking note of themes, and challenging yourself to
look beyond the plot and focusing on meaning—What do we learn about humanity, relationships, and life via these
characters and their interactions with others? What do we learn about our own existence from their flaws and virtues? The
purpose of literature is to learn about yourself and explore the complexity of what it means to be human. This is my
invitation to you: Allow yourselves to move into the gray areas—the complexities—of the characters on the page (and
screen), but also your own.

Have a wonderful summer break.
I'll see you guys soon.

M. Ruiz
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